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LICENSING REGULATORY SUB-COMMITTEE 
 
Minutes of the proceedings at a meeting of the Licensing Regulatory Sub-
Committee held in the District Council Chamber, South Lakeland House, Kendal, 
on Tuesday, 20 January 2015, at 10.00 am. 
 

Present 
 

Councillors 
 

Clare Feeney-Johnson 
 

John Holmes 
 

Helen Irving 
 

Officers 
 

Hardeep Burnley Principal Food, Licensing and Safety Officer 

Tony Houlihan Licensing and Enforcement Officer 

Matthew Neal Solicitor to the Council 

Paul Rogers Assistant Democratic Services Officer 

 
LRS/27 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN  

 
RESOLVED – That Councillor John Holmes be elected Chairman for the meeting. 
 

LRS/28 APOLOGIES AND RECONSTITUTION OF MEMBERSHIP  
 
There had been no change in membership of the Sub-Committee and, therefore, 
no reconstitution was necessary. 
 

LRS/29 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
RESOLVED – That it be noted that no declarations of interest were received. 
 

LRS/30 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 - EXCLUDED ITEMS  
 
RESOLVED – That, should it be necessary, the Sub-Committee may adjourn to 
enable it to consider its decision with the press and public excluded. 
 

LRS/31 INTRODUCTION  
 
The Chairman read out the procedure for the meeting to be used in consideration 
of the application. 
 

LRS/32 ZOO LICENSING ACT 1981 - PREDATOR EXPERIENCE, AYSIDE, GRANGE-
OVER-SANDS  
 
The Licencing Officer presented a report asking the Sub Committee to consider 
and determine whether to renew the zoo licence for Mr and Mrs Ashman, who 
operated as Predator Experience, with or without additional conditions, or require 
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the applicants to make an application for a new licence. Members noted that the 
application did not ask for the licence to include 2 cheetahs or 2 reindeers. 
  
The Principal Food, Licensing and Safety Officer emphasised to Members that the 
additional condition no.11 referred to on page 30 of the report, regarding the 
erection of a 2 metre high fence, was based upon the recommendations of the 
Department of Food and Rural Affairs appointed Zoo Inspector, Mr J Fielding. She 
stated that the requirement for the fence was based upon a need to prevent 
escape by the zoo collection and to prevent access to the zoo by external animals. 
 
In response to Members’ questions, Mrs Ashman, one of the applicants, informed 
the Sub-Committee that the Zoo was not open to the general public but that they 
offered ‘Experiences’ with a maximum of 3 ‘Experiences’ at the Zoo per day, with 4 
persons per ‘Experience’ by private appointment only. She emphasised that there 
had never been any safeguarding problems while conducting ‘Experiences’. Also, 
that there would not be a problem in complying with the proposed conditions that 
would be attached to the licence. 
 
Note – The Sub-Committee passed a resolution to adjourn the meeting to exclude 
the press and public in order to enable it to obtain information in relation to which a 
claim for legal professional privilege could be maintained in legal proceedings 
(Paragraph 5) in accordance with Section 100B (2) of the Local Government Act 
1972, and Schedule 12A of the Act, as amended by the Local Government 
(Access to Information) (Variation) Order 2006.  
 
The Sub-Committee then withdrew to consider the circumstances put forward and 
then re-convened to deliver it decision. 
 
RESOLVED – That approval be given to the renewal of the existing zoo licence 
with amended conditions, as set out in Appendix C to the report, for a period of 6 
years. 
 
Reasons for Decision. 
 
(1) Members had considered the representations of the applicants, the 
observations of the Licensing Officer and the Principal Food, Licensing and Safety 
Officer and the recommendations of the DEFRA approved zoo inspector. 
 
(2) It was noted that the zoo inspector had raised no concerns about animal 
welfare and Council Officers had no significant concerns about the operation of the 
zoo. 
 
(3) Whilst it was accepted that the cheetahs and reindeer were not relevant to 
this application,  it was also accepted that  that the applicants were working with 
Council Officers to seek to regularise the position as regards the cheetahs and the 
reindeer outside the provisions of the Zoo Licensing Act 1981.  
 
(4) Members considered that it was possible to meet the licensing objectives of 
the Zoo Licensing Act 1981 through a renewal. 
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The applicants were reminded of their right to appeal within 28 days against any 
additional conditions imposed upon the licence. 
 
 
The meeting ended at 10.38 am 


